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Planning for Population Growth



Overview

How Victoria is growing

Plan Melbourne

Growing up and growing out

Challenges and Opportunities



Growth Management in Victoria

Commonwealth Government
Drivers of demand

Victorian Government
Keeping up supply, delivering infrastructure, affordability

Local Government
Working at the coalface, local planning, community engagement

Development Sector
Building housing and infrastructure

Utilities
Privatised – energy, water, telecommunications



How the Victoria Government has organised itself

The right tools for the job



VPA authorising environment







Victoria’s population growth

The challenge of delivering housing for record growth levels at 145,000

new residents per annum
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Single dwelling construction
Detached and semi-detached
Housing Development Data (DELWP, 05-16)

(Detached and semi-detached)



Growth of apartment stock
Housing Development Data (DELWP, 05-16)

(20+ dwellings and ≥ 60 dwellings per Ha)



Building approvals in Victoria

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics
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Annual Building Approvals in Victoria
Source: ABS Building Approvals 8731.0, Table 9

Houses Dwellings excluding houses
Total Dwellings 10 year average - Houses



A maturing apartment market: Completions of 3+ storeys

Source: ABS building activity and Charter Keck Cramer



We are delivering a variety of new dwellings
Net Dwelling Growth, 2006 – 2017 based on DELWP HDD



Projected changes in age profile and household type

Source: Victoria in Future 2016



Victoria’s regions’ contribution to state population growth, 2006-2016

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics





How Victoria is growing – Planning and Infrastructure Challenges

Source: Victorian Planning Authority and Dept of Environment, Land, Water and Planning

100,000 population increase in Melbourne requires



https://www.planmelbourne.vic.gov.au/



OUTCOME 1

Melbourne will need 
1.5 million new jobs 

over the next 35 
years. 

Improve access to jobs across 
Melbourne and closer to 
where people live

A productive city that attracts investment, 
supports innovation and creates jobs



Melbourne’s 2050 Plan
Places of state significance will be 
the focus for investment and growth

• Central city

• National employment and 
innovation clusters

• Metropolitan activity centres

• State-significant industrial precincts

• Transport gateways

• Health and education precincts

• Major urban renewal precincts



Melbourne’s Central City



OUTCOME 2

Melbourne will need 
1.6 million new 
homes over the 
next 35 years. 

Housing choice in locations close to jobs 
and services



OUTCOME 3

Melbourne’s transport system 
needs the capacity to cope 
with an additional 10.4 million 
trips a day by 2050

Transport that connects people to jobs 
and services and goods to market



A distinctive and liveable 
city with quality design and 
amenity

Achieving a consistently high standard of 
place-making across Melbourne

Creating memorable, well-designed places that 
build on our city’s legacy of distinctiveness and 
liveability. 

Building on Melbourne’s cultural leadership and 
sporting legacy

Achieving and promoting design excellence

Respect Melbourne’s heritage as we build 
for the future

OUTCOME 4

Plan for Melbourne’s green wedges and 
peri-urban areas



OUTCOME 5 A city of inclusive, vibrant 
and healthy neighbourhoods

Meeting most of your everyday 
needs within a 20-minute walk, 
cycle or local public transport trip 
of home



20 Minute Neighbourhoods



Transition to a low-carbon city

• Victoria has committed to reduce its 
greenhouse gas emissions to net zero 
emissions by 2050

• Facilitate the uptake of renewable 
energy

• Improve energy, water and waster 
performance through 
environmentally sustainable 
development and energy efficiency 
upgrades

OUTCOME 6 A sustainable and resilient city



Investing in regional Victoria to support 
housing and economic growth

• Working with the nine Regional Partnerships and local governments 

• Ensuring the right infrastructure and services are available

• Planning for regional cities and growing towns in peri-urban areas 

OUTCOME 7





Melbourne’s greenfields growth areas



Melbourne’s established suburbs



More up, less out – The big challenge for Melbourne

Source: Plan Melbourne 2017-2050



More up, less out: The big challenge for Melbourne

Net dwelling growth per year



Building approvals in established Melbourne and greenfields

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics





Density is increasing in and around activity centres

Source: Housing Development Data 2016
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Mixed use/commercial areas are 

an increasingly important source 

of  housing supply. 

Redevelopment Riddell Parade, Elsternwick

Housing growth in mixed use locations growth



Suburban Rail Loop
https://transport.vic.gov.au/our-transport-future/our-projects/suburban-rail-loop



Melbourne employment distribution: Growth in suburban jobs 2011-2016

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics



National Employment and Innovation Clusters
Plan Melbourne



Opportunities – jobs closer to where people live

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics



https://housing.vic.gov.au/homes-victorians

https://housing.vic.gov.au/homes-victorians


Homes for Victorians (March 2017)

44

• Victorian government response to housing affordability

• A broad range of housing assistance tools

• A multi-provider model for the delivery of new housing developments

• Shared equity schemes - Establish Homes Vic and Buy Assist

• Inclusionary housing obligations on surplus government land 

• Voluntary inclusionary housing tools for major developments

• Victorian Social Housing Growth Fund 

• Redevelopment of public housing estates 

• Low cost loans and government guarantees to housing associations to enable 

them to expand their stock



The plan includes:

• $1 billion Social Housing Growth Fund to increase the supply of social and 
affordable housing

• $1.1 billion in financial support for the social housing sector

• Increased housing support for survivors of family violence through the $152 
million Family Violence Housing Blitz

• An extra 913 social housing dwellings through the $120 million Social Housing 
Pipeline

• $109 million to help move homeless Victorians into stable housing

• $185 million Public Housing Renewal Program

• $33 million to help 4,000 Victorians get a private rental home.

Homes for Victorians 



The Homes for Victorians plan should result in:

• Around 6,000 new social housing homes
• About 2,500 existing public housing residences renewed
• Help for 19,000 people who are homeless or at the risk of being 

homeless.

https://housing.vic.gov.au/homes-victorians

Homes for Victorians 

https://housing.vic.gov.au/homes-victorians


• Unprecedented population growth in Victoria.

• Corresponding demand for housing, transport infrastructure, jobs and 
services.

• Affordability – is a significant issue for buyers and renters with limited options 
for first home buyers.

• Ageing population, but also growth in single person households and young 
family households.

• More renters than home owners and  more long term renters.

• Strong apartment growth in inner City and middle Melbourne housing 
markets.

• Housing for vulnerable people – the amount of social housing in Victoria has 
declined (from 3.8% in 2006 to 3.4 % in 2016) and is below the current 
national average of 4.5% (5.2% in NSW).

Some discussion points…



Thank you!


