ZONE 2 : THE SPORTING EXPANSE

SIR ZELMAN COWEN PARK

‘A healthy and vibrant sports precinct for everybody, supported by
a verdant tree canopy for improved amenity and comfort’

EXISTING CONDITION

Sir Zelman Cowen Park is a highly-used sporting zone, dominated by a range of
sporting fields, car parking and various pavilions. The area is in particularly high
use on weekends (when car parks are full) and after school, with organised sports
that caters for the commmunity and school groups.

The areais also heavily used by dog walkers who enjoy meandering the footpaths,
and ovals when notin use. There is occasional conflict of dogs not onlead, cyclists
and ball sports as all try to enjoy this space.

Close to Kooyong Station and Glenferrie Road tram line, the parkiis highly accessible.

The corridor site is dominated by lawn, and lacks ecological corridors between
ovals. There are well-established native and non-indigenous trees however the
zone is lacking in the understory and mid-story. Currently some recycled water is
harvested from the creek and used for irrigation of the ovals.

Ecological rating:

— Habitat score = 28%

— Weeds = 2 (high coverage of significant weeds)
Score rating 0 -15. 0 = High coverage, 15 = Weed-free.

FUTURE CHARACTER

— An active, social and community minded space that caters for a wide range
of activities from dog walking to special events such as all-abilities festivals,
farmers markets & passive recreation.

— A destination for sport and play.

— Anopen green space with distinct activity nodes, surrounded and embedded
in native vegetation.
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TALBOT RESERVE

‘A quiet reserve supporting water cleaning and passive respite’

EXISTING CONDITION

Talbot Reserve is an area of parkland that has a residential pocket-park feel, with
lawn and trees scattered in an informal manner. Within the reserve is a small sports
field for juniors and informal sports and a sports pavilion that in its current state
cannot support the needs of sporting clubs. The oval is adjacent to Sir Zelman
Cowen Park, but currently feels disconnected by a car park that divides the two.
This car park also dissects the main footpath.

Adjacent to the reserve will be the future elevated rail delivered by the Toorak Road
Level Crossing Removal Project.

Similar to Sir Zelman Cowen, this area has well-established native and non-
indigenous trees however the zone is lacking in understory and mid-story vegetation.

Ecological rating:

— Habitat score = 28%

— Weeds = 2 (high coverage of significant weeds)
Score rating 0 -15. 0 = High coverage, 15 = Weed-free.

CHARACTER:

Talbot Reserve

— Agreenerand finer grain extension of Sir Zelman Cowen Park, complementary
in its recreational offer.

— An urban woodland with local-scale sports and recreation opportunities.
— A space for passive recreation and respite amongst dense tree canopies.
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